MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 


MALACCA IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 


[The following short paper is a translation from the old Dutch 
records in the Government Offices at Malacca, by the Government 
translator, which I have revised a little, and to which I have added 
a few explanatory notes, for some of which I am indebted to Mr. 
J. E. Westerhotjt. 

D. E. A. H.] 

Extract from the Diary of Malacca in the year 1756. 


In the Fortress of Malacca, Anno 1756. 
November, Monday, 1st. 


Having some days ago received news here, that Raja Said of 
Selangor, a relation of Daing Kamb6ja, had joined the enemy at 
Klewang * with all his forces, there was no longer any doubt but 
that we should hear of them before long. 

Our suspicions were confirmed too soon. 

The enemy, wishing to shew their heroic valour to their new 
allies, the pirates of Raja Said lately arrived from Selangor, march¬ 
ed to Gevesteyn, f the country seat of the Hon’ble Thomas Schip- 
pers, Attorney-General of the Netherlands Indies, taking the road 


* This is the place now called Klebang. It was originally called “Klewang” 
owing to the murder of a Malay with an Achinese weapon of that name; so the 
story goes. But probably the original name was really “ Klebang, ” the name 
of a tree, and was changed by some Kling or other mispronunciation to “Kle¬ 
wang ” and this story told to account for it. It is about three miles from the 
Stadt-house. 

f This was at Bachang, near the junction of the Malim and Batu Beren- 
dam roads, about two miles from the Stadt-house. 
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through the jungle round the Lazarus-house.* They had once 
before, some time since, attacked the same place, but had then been 
vigorously repulsed by the 15 Malay defenders of the house. 
who were well armed with muskets and a blunderbuss. On the 
occasion of this second attack, they placed combustibles at the 
doors and windows, and the smoke and fire produced by this stra¬ 
tagem compelled the Malays to surrender after a short resistance, 
when they were brought as prisoners to Klewang. 

But two of them escaped on the way thither, and brought the 
news here that the enemy with their whole force were at G-evestevn 
and intended to come to this place. 

Lieutenant Poppall was ordered at once to operate against 
them with 80 European soldiers, together with the Bugis garrison¬ 
ed here, and 200 natives and Chinese. 

They marched in the greatest silence to G-evesteyn, where the 
enemy were supposed to be stationed, but on their arrival at that 
place, the enemy had fled already (as was their custom) leaving 
marks of their visit behind, everything in the neighbourhood hav¬ 
ing been burnt down, destroyed and ruined. 

Our troops before returning crossed to the Lazarus-house, hop¬ 
ing to meet the enemy there ; but on their arrival found the latter 
had left this place too and gone to Klewang. So our troops were 
obliged to return without having effected their object. 

Tuesday, 2nd November. 

This morning our Captain Stefantts Emas van Stek, leaving 
the place by Tranquera gate, took the road to the Lazarus-house 
accompanied by our master-carpenter and eighty European sol¬ 
diers, together with our Bugis and some natives. 

According to the instructions of the Hon’ble the Governor, he 
was to select a. suitable place in that neighbourhood for the con¬ 
struction of a lentang to contain a small garrison with some 

* This was at a place called “Lindongan,” where boats used to lie for shel¬ 
ter: itisnow called “Limbongan,” and is about two miles from the Stadt-house 
along the road to Tanjong Kling, and used also to be known as “ Baker's 
Plain,” The Hospital was supported by a fund. 
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artillery, as a temporary outpost, to put a stop to the marauding 
parties, which appeared almost daily right opposite Tranquera 
gate, # continually alarming the inhabitants on that side of the 
town. 

They had hardly passed the gate, when they received news that 
the enemy were marching on the town with their whole force divi¬ 
ded into two columns, one taking the road by Gevesteyn, the other 
the main road direct from the Lazarus-house. 

The Captain then thought it better to operate against the enemy 
with his troops, and force them into an engagement if they stood 
firm. So he at once detached a column of 40 Europeans with 150 
Chinese and Malays, all well-armed, towards Gevesteyn to attack the 
enemy advancing from that side ; while he kept with him the other 
40 Europeans with the Bugis of the garrison, 50 in number, and a 
few natives, to meet the enemy coming along the road from the 
Lazarus-house. 

The party marching towards Gevesteyn met the enemy there, 
more than 300 strong, at halt on a plain quietly taking their food ; 
upon seeing which they quickly advanced and attacked them with 
a well directed volley from their muskets. The enemy, not at all on 
their guard, fled to the neighbouring jungle, picking up a few 
things as they went, but in such a hurry and confusion, that they 
left behind a great number of arms, bullets and sarongs. 
Thence they fled to the jungle round the Lazarus-house, wdiere 
our troops could not follow them so easily, but they found the 
jungle paths stained all over w r ith blood, certain proof that many 
of the enemy had been wounded. 

Our Captain and his troops arriving near the house of the Jenlif 
(Tamil) tvisna, discovered the enemy on a large plain opposite the 
Lazarus-house. When they saw our soldiers drawing near, they 

*One account says this was so named after a Portuguese man of note : 
another states that there was a fierce elephant in the neighbourhood at 
G-ajah Berang and hence the name and he would not come any nearer because 
he saw the place was cleared, “Trangkera.” “Tranquera” means “an obsta¬ 
cle, ” probably used to denote one of the outworks beyond the fortress. The 
gate is at the end of Heeren Street, known to the natives asKampong Blanda, 
a quarter of a mile or so from the Stadt-house ; Tranquera itself extends to a 
mile or so from the Stadt-house. 
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fired several rounds, upon which our Captain drew up his troops 
in order of battle, and returned the compliment with a volley from 
whole line. Meantime those of the enemy who had been driven 
from G-evesteyn came forward out of the jungle behind the Laza¬ 
rus-house and joined their comrades. Our troops from G-evesteyn 
followed their example. 

Our forces then marched in excellent order, firing continuously 
at the enemy, who retired as we advanced. "When we reached the 
middle of the plain, those of the enemy who were hidden in the 
jungle began to fire with their long Menangkabau guns, which 
carry a very great distance. 

Our Captain then at once ordered the Bugis and native soldiers 
with a few Europeans to place themselves on the right and left 
flanks, and march against the enemy from all quarters. His orders 
having been obeyed promptly and with precision by the Bugis and 
native troops, the Captain himself with 50 Europeans attacked the 
centre of the enemy. The latter very soon fell into disorder and 
fled into the jungle, dragging their killed and wounded with them 
to Klewang. 

Thus ended the first part of this expedition at 11 o’clock in the 
forenoon, in which engagement we had not one man wounded. 

Our Captain, having taken possession of the Lazarus-house 
thought it better not to stay there too long, because the building 
stood in the midst of dense jungle, where the enemy could very 
easily conceal themselves without fear of being discovered, and 
thence injure our troops very much. 

He, therefore, resolved to return with drums beating to his 
former position and stay there till night. After he had returned 
thither and taken a rest of about half-an-hour, the enemy re¬ 
appeared in large parties, dancing and shouting most horribly, 
trying to intimidate our troops. 

Our Captain immediately despatched a mounted messenger to 
the Hon’ble the G-overnor to ask him to send two culverins under 
a strong escort, which he expected would produce a good effect in 
this case. 

Mean while the enemy seemed disposed to hold their position at 
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the Lazarus-house, whence they incessantly fired on our troops, 
and we served them with the same sauce. 

Our troops were so enraged with the enemy, that it was almost 
impossible for the Captain to repeat the tactics he had made use of 
in the morning, viz., of a simultaneous attack on the flanks and the 
centre, but the enemy did not long resist, soon taking to flight, and 
this time in such a hurry, that they had to leave some of their 
killed behind ; they had many killed and still more wounded. But 
we too had six wounded in this engagement, three of them Europeans 
and very seriously, three natives very slightly. 

Having thus a second time expelled them from the Lazarus-house, 
the Captain returned to his former position, where he had that day 
already twice posted his troops. 

The two culverins sent for having arrived and been placed on 
the sea-shore under cover of some small jungle, so that the enemy 
could not perceive them, the Captain took the necessary measures 
and those best suited to receive the enemy in such a manner, 
should they again return, that they would be satisfied for a long 
time to come. But it seemed that they were already satisfied, for 
they did not re-appear ; and th* Captain after waiting in vain till 
5 o’clock in the afternoon ordered the return march to the Fortress. 

Saturday, 27th November. 

Some days before we had received news that the enemy, more 
than 500 strong, having forced their way through the jungle, were 
again stationed at Feringgi^ near the Malay temple, and were 
making a very strong bentang there, intending to wait there for 
the approaching dry monsoon, and the arrival of their allies the 
Menangkabaus from Rembau, and then with their combined forces 
to invade Bunga Raya and Banda Ilir, at the same time attacking 
the town by a descent of the river on rafts, and so to put into 
execution the infernal project they had long devised of burning 

* This place, about two miles from town on the Durian Tunggal road, is said 
to be so named from the man who first cleared the place (a Portuguese) and 
who afterwards went to Tampin and made an orchard at Durian Feringgi, 
now one of the frontier boundary points, 
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aud destroying all the property and massacreing all the inhabitants. 

The Governor, on receiving this news last night, at once gave 
orders that this very day a detachment of 60 European soldiers 
with the Bugis, numbering 50 men, and a battalion of Chinese and 
native military should take the field against the enemy. 

The marines and sailors of the vessels stationed here, viz., ‘‘ De 
drei Henvelen” and the “ Waereld ” with a corps of volunteers 
formed the reserve. 

These combined forces, numbering about 300 men, commanded 
by Ensign Kruythoff, lately arrived from Batavia, and Sergeant 
Meyer, left this town in the greatest silence at half past four this 
morning, and marched off straight by Panklarame * (Pangkalan 
Kama ) to Feringg Though they had a great deal of trouble on 
their way thither, the enemy having covered the roads with innu¬ 
merable caltrops, our troops still reached their destination at half 
past five. 

They were only discovered when at a short distance from the 
enemy’s bentang and the latter, warned by their sentries, were up 
in arms at once, abusing our troops from a distance, and calling 
out to them to come nearer if they dared. 

Our Ensign Kruythoff, knowing this part of the country 
thoroughly, then detached the marines and sailors with the volun¬ 
teers and some natives, and despatched them through the jungle to 
the opposite side of the bentang , with the order that they should 
fire again when they had reached the spot agreed on. The Bugis 
and one-half of the European soldiers were stationed in the jungle 
right in front of the bentang , while the rest of the Europeans 
under Kruythoff himself were stationed at the side of the main 
road to Malacca. The report of the gun fired by the detached 
troops was to be the signal for a general attack. 


* “Pangkalan,” landing-place. “ Rama” or “ Rame” is said to be a corrup¬ 
tion of “ ramei,” populous; the Butch spelling does suggest that there has 
been a change in the pronunciation of the word in the lapse of time, but 
the” are other derivations which might be equally plausible, such as the 
name “Rama” a Hindu name, dating from pre-Mohamedan days. The place 
is a little over a mile from town on the Dtirian Tunggal road. 
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The enemy, unaware of these arrangements, continually shouted 
at our troops, abusing and provoking them as much as they could. 

After the lapse of a quarter of an hour we heard the report of 
the gun, and thus knew that our companions had reached the 
intended point. The bentang was then attacked from three sides 
at the same time. 

The enemy, remaining firmly in their bentang, fought as gal¬ 
lantly as ever a native enemy did. We had expected that they 
would have come to meet us, but they did not this time, and very 
much disappointed our soldiers, who, exposed to their fire, had 
to fight against the walls of their bentang. 

But when our troops had two or three European soldiers killed, they 
could no longer be restrained; the grenadiers with their hand- 
grenades stormed the bentang , thus taking the lead of the other 
troops which followed close on their heels. 

This created such disorder among the enemy that they decided 
to break up their centre, and with their amok-runners in front they 
tried to cut themselves a way through our troops at two corners 
of the bentang. 

Our Commander, perceiving their intention, ordered a general 
charge with the bayonet, in which close engagement the enemy 
had 40 men killed, and certainly more than double that number 
wounded, our troops having fought with the greatest irritation. 

After burning down their bentang , our various forces were 
re-assembled, and returned to Malacca with drums beating and 
colours flying, carrying as trophies the heads of those of the enemy 
whom they had killed, on the points of their bayonets and lances. 

We had six men killed, four of whom were soldiers, one a volunteer 
and one a Chinaman, and not more than 5 men wounded, among 
the natives and volunteers, and none of them seriously. 


